
FIVE-MINUTEINTERVIEW

BarrieDesmond
VADition
MicroScopeputsitsquestions to BarrieDesmond

,

businessdevelopmentdirector
at VADition

What is thebest / worstadviceyou
havereceivedandfromwhom?
Thebestadvice I receivedwas to

concentrateonbeinggood at whatyou
doandgoodthingswillhappen . This
advicehasservedmewell.

Peoplewhoconcentrateon
bolstering theshareprice or aredriven
bytargets or careerprogression may
haveshort-termsuccess butnot
longevity . Shareprice ,

revenuesand
careerprogression willallimprove if you
concentrateonjustbeinggood.

Theworstadvice is beingtoldyoucan
trustsomeone in business - probablythe
worstadviceanyonecanaccept . Always
get it in writing - trustme.

What is thebestbookyouhave
everread?
From a businessperspective it is

Theoneminutemanagermeetsthe
monkey byKenneth H . Blanchardand
WilliamOncken

,

wherethemonkey
is theproblemandthebooklooks at

howbothmanagersandsubordinates
alwaystryto offload themonkey . I'mthe
monkey if theydothatnow!

On a personal level
,

it has to be
Angela's AshesbyFrankMcCourt

,

which is just a greathumblingread.

Tellussomethingmostpeopledo
notknowaboutyou
Mostpeopleseemsurprised that I still
go to church . Theycannotseem to

reconcile a normallivelychapkneeling
onpewson a Sunday. I'mnobible

basher
, just a couple of times a month

withmyboy .
I tellpeopleI'm a good

golferbut to begood at golfyouneed
to practice .

I alsotellthemI'm
a good

personbut to be a goodperson , yeah
yougot it

,

I need to practice.
I alsoshoot

(

livegameshooting )

,

but
it

is something I don'tbroadcastas I

neverknowhowpeoplewillreact.

What temptationcanyounotresist?
I amhopeless at resistinganythingmy
childrenaskfor

, especiallywiththose
puppydogfaces . Justpart of being a

parent I guess.

What is yourmostelusivegoal?
I amnotreallydrivenbygoals ,

but
mygoal at VADition is to make it as
successfulas it canbejustbybeing
honestandhardworking . Okay ,

then
there is thelotterywin - veryelusive.
Andtheslightattraction of working in

SiliconValleyfor a couple of years.

Where is theoneplaceyouwould
like to visitbeforeyoudie?
Wheredo I start?Wembley to see
Manchester City in

a cupfinal
,

and
probablyAustraliaontheBritishLions
tour . Butsomethingthat is alwaysonmy
mind is to workwith

a charity in
a really

needyplacesuchasAfrica or Indiaand
getinvolved in helpingout . Maybe I

couldachievemygoalanddothis at the
sametimebyworkingfortheBillGates
Foundation - I'll beavailable in three
years ,

Bill
,

if youarereading this!

Whatdoyoujusthave to dobefore
youdie?
Fulfiltheabove

,

andgo to theplace
wheretheyfilmedTheBeachwithmy
wife .

I haveneverbeenfurthereastthan
Romeso it wouldbeanadventure.

Whichbit of technologywouldyou
wantwithyou if youwerestranded
on a

desertisland?
AniPhone

,

so I couldbeentertained
anddownload thesurvivalapp -

what
anidea.

Whohelpedyouget to whereyou
aretoday?
Thelist is toolong - I have a lot of friends

in thebusiness . Some I mustmentionare
NeilLedgerandIanMorris at VADition

(

andequIPandDataConnectivity
before

)

whohavealwaysbeenmates of

mineandveryhelpful . Beforethat
,

and
hestillhelps ,

is myoldmateBertWhyte ,

originallyfromNewbridgeNetworks -

mymentorreally . I'vebeen inspiredby
SteveJobs too - he's a bit of a contrarian

,

much likemyself I think.

Whatwasyourfirstcarandhow
does it comparewithwhatyou
drivenow?
Myfirstcarwas a prettybasic lime
greenVauxhallCavalier . A gypsy
women toldme it wasanunluckycar
after I refused to buy a sprig of heather
offher-

a weeklater I wrote it off . Today ,

I guess it is prettypredictable - another
four-doorsaloon

,

Mercedes
,

silvernot
green ,

butthisonehasallthetoys.

Whatdoyoubelieve in most?
Simplicity , havingfun

, beinggoodand
beinghappy . Luckily I havehad a career
wherewhat I likedoing is alsomyjob.

If thefunstops it is time to moveon -

unlessyougetmovedonbeforehand.

Doyouhaveanypets? If so
,

whatare
theyandwhataretheirnames?
Wehave a couple of springerspaniels ,

RedandIndigo . Wealsohave a cat
calledMrBlack . Allcoloursyoumight
notice - we've had a SilverandtwoBlue
Boyspreviously.

If youcouldbesomeoneelsefor
a

day ,

whowouldyoubeandwhy?
Notreallymyscene thisone

, although I

would like to beontheboard at Google
fora dayandaskthemwhytheyare
deliberately trying to dislodgeMicrosoft
asthemostdislikedcompany in the
world - puzzlingreally.

Whowouldyouleastlike to bestuck
in

a liftwith?
GeorgeOsborne or DavidCameron -

Torytoffs.

Describeyourself in onesentence
Haveyoueverspoken to me? A

sentence lasts a lunchtime! I'll have a go
though : funandfearlesslypassionate.

Whyareyougood at yourjob?
I have a clearvisionand I am
determined .

I livebythephilosophy : I

maybewrongbut I amnotconfused.

If youcouldbeanyanimalfor a day,

whatwouldyoube?
A bird .

I amstillfascinatedbyflight ,

and
likemostpeople I stillstopandlookup

at a lowflyingaircraft.

If
a grizzlybearand a silverback

gorilladecided to have a noholds
barredfight ,

whichwouldyouput
yourmoneyonandwhy?
Thegorillaeverytimeforitsexplosive
amount

of energy . Bythetimethe
grizzlygotuponitshindlegsthe
silverback wouldhavesmashedhimup.

Doyouprefercities or countryside?
I lovethemboth - theenergyandvariety

of thecity,

andthefreshair
, openness

andlifestyle of thecountryside.
Workingand living in London in the

weekandreturninghome to Wales for
theweekendallowsme to enjoyboth.

Describeyourperfectnightout
A fewbeerswithmywifeandfriends
aroundthelocalpubsfollowedbya

steak or Indian.

Whatwouldbeyourperfectholiday?
Skiingandsunshinetogether . We
tookupskiinglateandfell in lovewith

it

,

but I alsolikethepoolandsun
,

so
somewhere thatwouldcaterforboth in

a luxurychalet or hotelwouldbeideal.

Sumupthe IT channel
Thechannel is likethefilmForestGump -

it has a bit of everything : drama
,

violence
,

ego , passion ,

thewill
to win

,

shocks
,

deception ,

exhilarationandhypocrisy ,

and-youneverknowwhatyou're going
to get-butaslongasyouunderstandthe
egosyouwon'tgofarwrong .

"
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FASTcallsdealers to joinpiracyfight
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