
 

 

Social computing is shaping up to be a growth area for 

the channel, with some VARs predicting it could account for 

a fifth of their business within a year.

Applications that enable employees to collaborate and 

share information - such as Microsoft SharePoint and Lotus 

Connections - are gaining traction as enterprises respond 

to the consumer boom in social networking.

IBM reseller Portal Partnership has given business 

development director John Lindley the task of building a 
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Lotus Connections practice over the coming months.

He claimed it is growing faster than any Lotus product in 

history.

“We are making a big investment in re-aligning sales teams 

and our relationship with IBM,” he said. “It is an easy 

connection to have with customers.

“People do not want to spend a lot of money, but there is a 

lot of interest in Web 2.0 and social media.” 

Portal Partnership has 75 staff and a turnover of £15m, and 

Lindley predicted social computing would grow from nothing 

to 20 per cent of its business within 12 months.

“We believe that we are one of the first pushing this 

because the community has been a bit cautious. We want 

to be there during the landgrab phase,” he said. 

Barrie Desmond, business development director at 

distributor VADition, agreed.

“Things such as Lotus Connections and SharePoint are 

manifestations of what we are seeing in social networking,” 

he said. “As usual, enterprises have to catch up. 

“Resellers that can demonstrate some knowledge and 

understanding will be like the one-eyed man in the land 

of the blind.” 

However, Robin Meehan, chief technology officer at IBM 

Premier Business Partner Smart421, said: “Social computing 

is a massive movement, but claims that resellers can make 

one fifth of next year’s turnover just from this sector are 

hard to swallow.

“There is so much consumer-grade software out there, 

which is good and available free of charge, and this might 

stymie any gold rush that resellers think exists.” 

 

Latest entries
Would anyone like a cut 
in income tax?
Monday, 26 October 2009

How would you like to see a 
cut in income tax? I'm 
thinking about a cut of two, 
maybe even three pence... 

Let's hope the ASA has 
brushed up on its 
climate science
Wednesday, 21 October 
2009

Some stories are shocking, 
others are intriguing, and 
then there are those that fill 
you with nothing so much as 
a wearying... 

> More from the Business 
Green blog ...  

Q&A: Green 
computing (part 
two)
Our experts answer your 
questions 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 Web Site : greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk
 Date : 10/11/2009
 Security copy : 1147348390.pdf
 Copyright : greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk

http://greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk/crn/news/2252748/channel-embraces-social-4884387

2/4
Vadition

http://greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk/crn/news/2252748/channel-embraces-social-4884387


 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

Useful links: About us . Privacy policy . Terms & conditions . Site map . Bookmark this site . Advertise 

Categories: Business . Business hardware . Business software . Communications . Employment & Skills . Public sector . Security . More... 

Business Technology websites:

Jobs & Recruitment websites:
Accountancy Age Jobs Accountant jobs, jobs in finance, audit jobs, cima jobs, acca jobs, corporate finance jobs, management accounting 
jobs, finance director jobs, finance recruitment agency directory, Top 50 accountancy firms, accountant salary survey
Computing Careers IT jobs, Programmer jobs, Developer jobs, IT manager jobs, Project manager jobs, SAP jobs, Oracle Jobs, Java Jobs, 
IT recruitment agency directory, Top IT Employers in the UK 2007
Inquirer Jobs Software Engineer Jobs, firmware developer jobs, electronics engineer jobs

BusinessGreen Business green news, resources, blog, podcasts
Computing Business technology news, ecommerce, government, 
security, business podcasting
Computing Business Agenda Setters, Leadership, Boardroom, Best 
Practice, webinars
CRN Channel news, distributor directory, business hardware reviews

The Inquirer Technology, chips, memory, graphics, servers, 
hardware reviews
V3.co.uk Technology news, Silicon Valley Sleuth, blogs, forums, 
podcast, downloads

 Web Site : greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk
 Date : 10/11/2009
 Security copy : 1147348390.pdf
 Copyright : greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk

http://greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk/crn/news/2252748/channel-embraces-social-4884387

3/4
Vadition

http://greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk/crn/news/2252748/channel-embraces-social-4884387


 

Other titles in the Incisive Media network:
Business & Finance websites: Accountancy Age . Best Practice . Financial Director . Management Consultancy
Consumer Technology websites: Active Home . Computeractive . Gizmodo . PC Magazine . PCW . WebAct!ve . What PC? 

© Incisive Media Ltd. 2009
Incisive Media Limited, Haymarket House, 28-29 Haymarket, London SW1Y 4RX, is a company registered in England and Wales with 
company registration number 04038503

 Web Site : greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk
 Date : 10/11/2009
 Security copy : 1147348390.pdf
 Copyright : greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk

http://greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk/crn/news/2252748/channel-embraces-social-4884387

4/4
Vadition

http://greenitdepartment.computing.co.uk/crn/news/2252748/channel-embraces-social-4884387

