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Arista on the prowl for non-Cisco partners

10Gbit Ethernet vendor seeks mid-sized networking houses in European channel
push

Sam Trendall, CRN 18 Feb 2010

Arista Networks is imploring

non-Cisco-centric networking

VARs to explore 10Gbit

Ethernet technology as it looks to cement ties with a handful of committed
partners.

Director of global channels Mark Foss revealed the vendor currently has about
100 European partners, a fifth of which are “really active”.

Foss wants to forge relationships with five or six key VARs in each European
country.

“It helps to have a direct touch to the customer,” he added.

Foss is looking for medium-sized resellers with a background in networking,
particularly those whose primary focus is not the market-leading vendor.

“Sometimes [Cisco partners] are too involved with selling Cisco,” he said. “Non-
Cisco partners are usually better. [Partners] have to have a passion for Arista.”

Foss predicts his firm will grow revenue at least fourfold this year, in a market
that will double in size.

Barrie Desmond, director of Arista distributor VADition, claimed channel interest

in Arista had ratcheted up in the last four months after a slow start. He agreed
with Foss that attracting Cisco partners “has been a struggle”.
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More from CRN

* Cisco kicks HP off partner “[The Arista product] is a quarter of the power, a quarter of the space, 10 times
programme . R A o ) i

- Scoring correction caused the capability and half the price of Cisco, and the margin involved is three times
Buying Solutions delay the amount,” he said. “We are beginning to build momentum. The ‘ABCs’ [anyone

» Daisy sees VolP boom after ; . . .
BNS buy-out but Cisco] are finally turning up.
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Aerohive aims to bring WLAN to the masses
=4 Vendor claims new plug-and-play HiveManager Online product could slash wireless
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Specialist distributor deepens relationship with Fortinet as it pushes for growth 24
Aug 2009

Arista goes on the offensive
=4 VMware, NetApp and EMC resellers high on aggressive networking vendor's wish-
list 09 Jan 2009
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FEATURED JOBS

Desktop Support / Floorwalker Dorset

| Computer People

IT Desktop Support Technician / Floorwalker Computer Peoples client urgently requires an IT
desktop support contractor, to join their friendly team, based in Dorset You will need to have
strong technical skills, preferably experience with ... more >

Business Analyst - Consultant — Interest Rates Derivatives

| Hays Information Technology

Business Analyst - Consultant - Consultancy — Interest Rates Derivatives Investment Banking -
London A leading Investment Bank based in London require an experienced Business Analyst
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to join their Global Structuring development team. The right ... more >

SAP Project Manager

| Hays Information Technology

The role will involve working on customer sites in the UK, ideally you will be placed on client
sites near to you but this cannot always be guaranteed of course. You will be responsible ...
more >

SAP CONSULTANT - LE, WM, BW - START ASAP

| Randstad Technologies

SAP CONSULTANT - SLOUGH - 3 MTH CONTRACT My client urgently requires an experience SAP
consultant to support the project manager in a technical lead position. You will have
experience in a logistics, supply chain ... more >

More job opportunities
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